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On  March  12,  2004,  at  approximately  2120  mountain  standard  time, a Mooney M20C, N6958V, was
substantially  damaged  when  it  struck  a  power transmission line during final approach to Clovis
Municipal  Airport (CVN), Clovis, New Mexico. The private pilot, the sole occupant on board, was not
injured.  Instrument  meteorological  conditions  prevailed. An instrument flight rules (IFR) flight
plan  was  filed  for this personal flight being conducted under the provisions of Title 14 CFR Part
91.  The  flight originated at Winslow, Arizona, at approximately 1800, and was en route to Ardmore,
Oklahoma.

According  to  the  pilot,  at  11,000 feet msl, at a point just west of Clovis, he encountered rime
icing  conditions. At approximately 2110, he requested, and was given, clearance to descend to 8,000
feet  msl.  He  stated  that after he received the local weather conditions, he decided to divert to
CVN.  He  stated that the weather conditions at CVN were reported as, ceiling, 100 feet; visibility,
4  miles;  and  wind,  165  degrees  at  6  knots. At approximately 2115, the pilot contacted Cannon
Approach  Control and requested vectors to CVN. He was given vectors for runway 04. The pilot stated
that,  at  approximately  4,400  feet  msl,  while  established on the glide slope and localizer, he
struck  something,  and  all  radio  communication  was  lost. At 2120, the pilot initiated a missed
approach. 

The  pilot  stated that he flew around for 1 hour. At approximately 2220, Cannon Approach "came back
on,"  however,  radio  communication  was  intermittent.  At  that  time,  while on a heading of 240
degrees,  Cannon  Approach  gave  him  vectors to Cannon Air Force Base (CVS), which was 270 degrees
from  his  position.  After responding to Cannon Approach, by transponder indent, he was directed to
runway  22 at CVS. He stated that he "broke out" of the clouds at approximately 200 to 300 feet agl,
on a "45 degree" to runway 22. At 2230, he landed at CVS without further incident.

An  FAA  inspector,  who examined the airplane, stated that several scratches were located along the
bottom  of  the  aft  fuselage  and  empennage.  These "braided" scratches were similar to scratches
associated  with  power  transmission line contact. Several areas exhibited  burns and "arcing." The
wire  strike  resulted  in  substantial  damage  to  the  aft  fuselage bulkhead and lower tail cone
assembly.

According  to  a  member  services  representative  from Farmers' Electric Cooperative, Inc., of New
Mexico  (FEC),  on  the  evening  of March 12, 2004, a customer, who lived near the Clovis Municipal
Airport,  called  in  to  report  a power outage that had occurred at approximately 2130 mst. An FEC
lineman  surveyed  the area and located a blown line fuse. The line fuse was "refused" and power was
restored  at  2223. On March 15, 2004, after receiving reports that a low flying airplane had struck
wires  in  the  vicinity  of  the  airport,  another  FEC lineman conducting a follow-up inspection,
located  a  set  of  damaged  power  lines  approximately  1/4  of a mile to the right of the runway
centerline and approximately 1/4 of a mile south of the approach for runway 04.
 

NoNo

AirplaneM20CMooney
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NTSBAccident

None03/12/2004
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The  lineman  stated that it appeared the low flying airplane had struck the top phase, 14,000 volt,
#2  ACSR  conductor  wire.  The  impact  stretched the conductor wire, breaking the smaller stranded
(braided)  wires,  but  leaving  the  conductor  wire  intact.  Although the conductor wire remained
intact,  the  power  outage  was  the  result of a "direct short," caused by the top phase conductor
wire's  contact  with another phase wire. At the point where the damage occurred, the top phase wire
was approximately 27 feet, 3 inches, above the ground.
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Landing Facility/Approach Information
Airport Name

Runway Surface Type:
Runway Surface Condition:

Airport ID:

Type Instrument Approach:

VFR Approach/Landing:

Aircraft Information
Aircraft Manufacturer

Airworthiness Certificate(s):

Landing Gear Type:
Homebuilt Aircraft? Number of Seats:
Engine Type:

- Aircraft Inspection Information
Type of Last Inspection

- Emergency Locator Transmitter (ELT) Information
ELT Installed? ELT Operated?

Owner/Operator Information
Registered Aircraft Owner

Operator of Aircraft

Operator Does Business As:
- Type of U.S. Certificate(s) Held:
Air Carrier Operating Certificate(s):

Operating Certificate:
Regulation Flight Conducted Under:
Type of Flight Operation Conducted:

Operator Certificate:

Operator Designator Code:

Street Address

City

Street Address

City

ELT Aided in Locating Accident Site?

Time Since Last Inspection
Hours

Model/Series:Engine Manufacturer:

Date of Last Inspection

Model/Series

Certified Max Gross Wt. Number of Engines:LBS

Serial Number

Airport Elevation
Ft. MSL

Runway Used Runway Length Runway Width

Rated Power:

Airframe Total Time
Hours

State Zip Code

State Zip Code

NoNoYes

Retractable - Tricycle

Personal

Part 91: General Aviation

None

    

  

Same as Reg'd Aircraft Owner

Same as Reg'd Aircraft Owner

73402OKArdmore

P. O. Box 1765
George W. Carlson

70005009/30/2003Annual

180 HP  LycomingReciprocating

125504No

Normal

21-1191M20CMooney

None

ILS-localizer Only

Unknown

Unknown

NA4216CVNClovis Municipal
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First Pilot Information
Name

Sex: Seat Occupied:

City

Principal Profession: Certificate Number:

State Date of Birth Age

Certificate(s):

Airplane Rating(s):
Rotorcraft/Glider/LTA:
Instrument Rating(s):

Instructor Rating(s):

Type Rating/Endorsement for Accident/Incident Aircraft? Current Biennial Flight Review?
Medical Cert. Status:

- Flight Time Matrix

Medical Cert.: Date of Last Medical Exam:

Glider Lighter
Than Air

RotorcraftInstrument
Actual Simulated

Airplane
Mult-Engine NightAirplane

Single Engine
This Make
and Model

All A/C

Total Time
Pilot In Command(PIC)
Instructor
Last 90 Days
Last 30 Days
Last 24 Hours

Seatbelt Used? Shoulder Harness Used? Toxicology Performed? Second Pilot?

Departure Time Time ZoneState Airport Identifier

State Airport Identifier

Type of Flight Plan Filed:
Departure Point

Destination

Flight Plan/Itinerary

Type of Clearance:
Type of Airspace:

Weather Information
Source of Briefing:

Method of Briefing:

Unknown

Class E

IFR

MST1800

1F0 

INW 

OK

AZ

Ardmore

Windslow

IFR

NoNoNoYes

70168014001750

01/03/2003Valid Medical--no waivers/lim.Class 3

08/04/2002No

None

Private

Airplane

Multi-engine Land; Single-engine Land

None

On FileCivilian PilotLeftM

67On FileOn FileOn FileOn File

Accident
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Weather Information
WOF ID Observation Time

Sky/Lowest Cloud Condition:

Time Zone WOF Elevation

Ft. MSL

WOF Distance From Accident Site

NM
Ft. AGL Condition of Light:

Direction From Accident Site

Deg. Mag.

Altimeter: "Hg

Density Altitude: Ft.

Visibility: SM

Wind Direction:

Ft. AGL

Weather Condtions at Accident Site:

°C°C Dew Point:

Gusts:

Lowest Ceiling:

Temperature:

Wind Speed:

Visibility (RVR): Ft.
Restrictions to Visibility:

Type of Precipitation:

Accident Information
Aircraft Damage:

Visibility (RVV) SM

Aircraft Fire:

Intensity of Precipitation:

Aircraft Explosion

Classification:

- Injury Summary Matrix
First Pilot

Second Pilot
Student Pilot

Check Pilot
Flight Engineer

Cabin Attendants
Other Crew
Passengers

- TOTAL ABOARD -
Other Ground

- GRAND TOTAL -

Fatal Serious Minor None TOTAL

Flight Instructor

11

11

11

None

None

Instrument Conditions6

428516588

30.024100Overcast

Night/Dark
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Administrative Information
Investigator-In-Charge (IIC)

Additional Persons Participating in This Accident/Incident Investigation:
Mona   Roberts
Air Safety Inspector
Federal Aviation Administration
Lubbock, TX 79401

David C. Bowling
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